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Overview

• This workshop considers how students are developing their 
geographical understanding and the pedagogic challenges teachers 
face in interpreting and constructing this new curriculum in space and 
time.

• The geographical concepts

• The Challenges

• Lived experiences from primary Classrooms from case studies



Getting started…
• A geographical challenge from Primary….

• Acquire, Process and Communicate



Chalk Talk 
• In small groups join the following conversations.

• What do I know about the concepts of Geography?

• What is the purpose of Geography in primary classrooms?

• What are the main challenges in teaching it?



What is Geography in the Primary classroom 
about?
• Geography or “geographies” 

about interactions between 
people, places and spaces 
that provides a lens to see, 
understand, engage with and 
transform the world 

• Geographies are about how 
the world is organised, by 
whom and understood from 
different viewpoints or 
perspectives (Puttick, 2013).
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Ways of Understanding

• Geography is a way of being and knowing the world and is defined 
aptly as a form of ‘homo geographicus’ (Sack, 1997). 

• Geography was conceptualised as “inquiry into the real world that the 
students inhabit” (Kriewaldt, 2006, p.159). 

• Geography was living, enacted and transformative. 

• Maps, memorisation of facts, countries’ names, keys and colouring in 
were seen as tools that enable students to understand their world, 
investigate it and more importantly make sense of it and commit to 
action or transformation. 



According to Australian Curriculum

Geography is the investigation and understanding of the earth and its 
features and the distribution of life on earth, including human life and 
its impacts. It is the study of the many different “places”, or 
environments, which make up our world and is described as “the why of 
where”. Places are specific areas of the Earth’s surface, and can range 
from a locality to a country to a major world region….(ACARA, 2009).



Lewis (meditation in a toolshed, 1956). 





Meditation in a Toolshed” C. S. Lewis, 1956

“I was standing today in the dark toolshed. The sun was shining outside and 
through the crack at the top of the door there came a sunbeam. From where 
I stood that beam of light, with the specks of dust floating in it, was the most 
striking thing in the place. Everything else was almost pitch-black. I was 
seeing the beam, not seeing things by it. Then I moved, so that the beam fell 
on my eyes. Instantly the whole previous picture vanished. I saw no 
toolshed, and (above all) no beam. Instead I saw, framed in the irregular 
cranny at the top of the door, green leaves moving on the branches of a tree 
outside and beyond that, 90 odd million miles away, the sun. 

Looking along the beam, and looking at the beam are very different 
experiences. But this is only a very simple example of the difference between 
looking at and looking along”.



What are the Geographical Concepts?



What are the challenges in the 
Primary context?

The aim of the Geography syllabus is :

● to stimulate students' interest in and engagement with 
the world

● to develop through geographical inquiry an 
understanding of interactions between people, places 
and environments 

● to develop the critical skills to enable students to 
participate as active, informed and responsible 
citizens.



What are the challenges?

• Geographical thinking involves metacognition and reflection. 
• Metacognition is a process of awareness (Kriewaldt, 2006) that enables 

evaluative judgment. Students are challenged to see, understand and 
explore how their thinking or opinion influences or can impact on an issue, 
space, place or people. 

• Geographical thinking is a critical and divergent way of organising and 
transforming spaces. 

• The Geography curriculum is about active student-centred inquiry learning. 
The intent is clear. 



Some of the challenges are the language, concepts 
and tools



Consider the images of these places where 
children play…. James Mollison

http://jamesmollison.com/books/playground/


Lived Experiences

• Studies suggest that over half of classroom teachers in Victoria who 
were teaching Geography in 2003 (prior to the introduction of the 
Australian Curriculum in 2008) were not trained sufficiently in 
Geography (see Kriewaldt’s 2006 study, showing that 43% of teachers 
in 2003 within Victoria were not adequately trained). 

• Similarly within New South Wales (NSW) primary pre-service teachers 
were not likely to elect to study Geography beyond an often singularly 
or compulsory entry level university course (see Gibson & 
Wechmann, 2012 study of NSW pre-service teachers in 2011 showing 
only 2.4% of a potential 927 students elected to undertake further 
study in Geography).



Some vignettes- 4 case Studies from NSW 
schools
• Teachers absolutely love the scope, challenge and creativity of 

Geography.

• Inquiry learning is student-centred and opens up challenge based 
learning.

• Students are immersed in fieldwork and broad issues such as 
environmental sustainability.

• Environmental stewardship connects to their worldview

• Students taking action has been really rewarding.



Thinking like a Geographer and seeing the 
world….
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QUESTIONS ????????


